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Saman Afshan, Ph.D.


EDUCATION 
Ph.D. 	Public Administration, North Carolina State University, 2025
Dissertation: Fair Shares: Examining the Dynamics of Social Equity Budgeting in Public Finance and Governance
Committee: Drs. Bruce McDonald (Chair), John Bartle, Jerrell Coggburn, Dennis
Daley, Kyle Bunds
M.P.A.	Public Administration, North Carolina State University, 2024
M.A.	Economics, Jamia Millia Islamia, New Delhi, India, 2017 
B.A. 	Education, Magadh University, India, 2015
B.A. 	Economics, University of Delhi, New Delhi, India, 2014

AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION
Local Governmental Fiscal Health
Public Budgeting and Finance
Social Equity Budgeting
Gender & Leadership in Public Management
Quantitative Methods

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS
2025 - pres.	Adjunct Professor
Louisiana State University in Shreveport 

2023 - 2024 	Instructor
Department of Public Administration, North Carolina State University
2022 - 2025 	Doctoral Fellow
Municipal Research Lab, North Carolina State University

2019 - 2020	Instructor
		Department of Economics, Jamia Millia Islamia 
PUBLICATIONS
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles
Afshan, S. (2026). “From Theory to Practice: How Local Governments Operationalize Social Equity Budgeting.” (Journal of Social Equity and Public Administration). Link.
Afshan, S. (2026). “Leading the Charge: The Role of Women in Municipal Budgeting (Public Administration). Link. 
Taylor, C. R., Afshan, S., & Lawrence, K. L. (2025). “Participatory Budgeting for Social Equity: A Comparative Analysis.” Public Administration. Link.
Afshan, S., & Vien, H. (2024). “Decoding the Relationship Between Economic Growth and Fiscal Health: Insights from Local Governments in North Carolina.” Public Finance Journal. Link.
McDonald, B. D., Larson, S. E., Maher, C. S., Kavanagh, S., Hunter, K. W., Goodman, C. B., Minkowitz, H., McCandless, S. A., Afshan, S., Jordan, M. M., et al. “Establishing an Agenda for Public Budgeting and Finance Research.” Public Finance Journal. Link.
Peer-Reviewed Journal Articles - Revise and Resubmit
Afshan, S., & McDonald, B. D., “Government Corruption and Fiscal Health: A Global Model” (R&R, Public Administration & Development). 
Afshan, S., Anguelov, N., & McDonald, B. D., “Term Limits & the Unfunded Pension Debt Crisis in America: An Analysis of Assumptions in Changing Economic Times” (R&R, Public Budgeting & Finance).
Minkowitz, H., Moore, P., Lawrence, K., & Afshan, S., Brennemann, S. “Tensions in Professionalism: How Peer Service Leaders Navigate Role Conflicts through Boundary Work” (R&R, Nonprofit Management & Leadership).

In Progress
Minkowitz, H., Afshan, S. & Brennemann, S. “Developing Professionalism in Peer Recovery Providers”.

Noor, Z. & Afshan, S. “Exploring the Role of Wealth Managers on Nonprofit Boards: Implications for In-Kind Donations and Organizational Effectiveness?”.

Book
Noor, Z. Afshan, S. & Siddiqui, S. (2026). Volunteering Across Borders: Comparative Insights into Civic Engagement. (In progress)


Book Chapters
Afshan, S. & McDonald, B. D. (2025). Who Sets the Rules? The Case of the Officer of Management and Budget. In Rinfret, S. R. & Pautz, M. (Eds.), Women and Regulation: Challenging the Status Quo. Temple University Press.
Afshan, S., Minkowitz, H., & McDonald, B. D. (2025). Teaching Effectively Online. In W. Hatcher, B. M. Rauhaus, & B. D. McDonald (Eds), The Craft of Teaching in Public Affairs: Instructors Reflecting on the Tools and Tips of their Trade (pp 74-88). Routledge.
Book Reviews
2023 	Review of: Municipal Fiscal Stress, Bankruptcies, and Other Financial Emergencies, By Tatyana Guzman & Natalia Ermasova. In Public Administration, 978-1-032-34938-1. Link.
2023 	Review of: Where research begins: Choosing a Research Project That Matters to You (and the World), By Thomas S. Mullaney & Christopher Rea. In Journal of Public Affairs Education, 978-0-226-81744-6. Link.
Government Reports
2022 	Stewart, A. J. & Afshan, S. “Leadership Fellows Academy: Summary of 2022 evaluation interviews.” Texas Department of Health and Human Services. 
2022 	Stewart, A. J. & Afshan, S. “Leadership Fellows Academy: Pre-Post Assessment Report.” Texas Department of Health and Human Services.

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY 
2025	Minkowitz, H., Afshan, S. & Brennemann, S. “Developing Professionalism in Peer Recovery Providers”. Association for Research in the Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action, Indianapolis, IN. November 25.
2025	Noor, Z. & Afshan, S. “Exploring the Role of Wealth Managers on Nonprofit Boards: Implications for In-Kind Donations and Organizational Effectiveness” Association for Research in the Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action, Indianapolis, IN. November 24.
2025	Afshan, S. “From Theory to Practice: How Local Governments Operationalize Social Equity Budgeting” Association for Budgeting and Financial Management, Atlanta, GA. October 25.
2025	Afshan, S. “Leading the Charge: The Role of Women in Municipal Budgeting” American Society for Public Administration, Washington, D.C., March 30.
2024 	Afshan, S. & Vien, H. “Decoding Economic Growth and Fiscal Health: Insights into Local Government Finances of North Carolina” Association for Budgeting and Financial Management, Cleveland, OH. September 28. 
2024 	Stone, S., & Afshan, S. “Solvency in Conditions of Negative Arbitrage: The Case of Clean Water State Revolving Funds” Association for Budgeting and Financial Management, Cleveland, OH. September 27. 
2024 	Afshan, S. “Equity in Action: Assessing the Implementation Scope of Social Equity Budgeting” Association for Budgeting and Financial Management, Cleveland, OH. September 26. 
2024 	Stone, S., & Afshan, S. “How do Clean Water State Revolving Funds evaluate the creditworthiness of their local government applicants?” World Social Science Association, San Antonio, TX. April 4. 
2024	Minkowitz, H., Afshan S., Abbott, M., Moore, P., McDonald, BD., & Perry, J., “Professionalization in public administration: A Meta-Analysis.” North Carolina Political Science Association. Asheville, NC. March 21-23.
2023 	Taylor, C., Afshan, S., & Lawrence, K. “A New Look at Participative Budgeting: Implementation and Social Equity,” American Society for Public Administration. Virtual, March 24. 
2023 	Minkowitz, H., Moore, P.L., Abbott, M.E., Afshan, S., Eure, D., Leight, M., McDonald, B.D., & Perry, J. “Examining Professionalization in Public Administration and the Nonprofit Sector: A bibliometric Analysis,” International Society for Public Management. Corvinus University of Budapest. April 3.
2023	Afshan, S., McDonald, B. D., & Anguelov, N. “Term Limits and the Unfunded Pension Debt Crisis in America: An Analysis of Assumptions in Changing Economic Times,” World Social Science Association, Tempe, AZ. April 16.
[bookmark: bookmark=id.30j0zll][bookmark: bookmark=id.gjdgxs]2023	Minkowitz, H., Abbott, M., Moore, P., Afshan, S., Perry, J., & McDonald, B. A Systematic Literature Review Examining the Influence of Police Professionalism on Police Performance. American Political Science Association. Los Angeles, CA. August 31-September 2.
2023 	Afshan, S., & McDonald, B. D. “Government Corruption and Fiscal Health: A Global Model,” Association for Budgeting and Financial Management, Denver, CO. October 27. 
2023 	Lawrence, K.L., Moore, P.L., Afshan, S., & Minkowitz, H. “Staying Grounded in Peer Relationships: Balancing Accountabilities in an Evolving Profession.” Association for Research in the Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action, Orlando, FL. November 14-16.



TEACHING EXPERIENCE
North Carolina State University, Assistant Teaching Professor
	American Politics and Government (Spring 2026 - In-person)
Research Methodology for Political Science (Fall 2025 - In-person)
American Politics and Government (Fall 2025 - In-person)
Louisiana State University in Shreveport, Adjunct Professor	
Theories of Philanthropy and Nonprofit Organizations (Fall 2025 - Asynchronous) 
North Carolina State University, Instructor of Record
	Introduction to Public Administration (Spring 2024 - In-person)
North Carolina State University, Teaching Assistant
	American Politics and Government (Fall 2023 & Fall 2024 - In-person) 
	Public Organization Behavior (Fall 2023 - In-person)
	The Budgetary Process (Spring 2024 & Fall 2024 - In-person)
	Civics Groups & Public Policy (Summer 2024 - In-person)
	American Politics and Government (Fall 2025 - In-person)
Jamia Millia Islamia, India, Instructor of Record
	Econometrics (Spring 2020 - Online)
Jamia Millia Islamia, India, Teaching Assistant
	Introductory Macroeconomics (Fall 2019 - In-person)

RESEARCH & PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE
2025 - pres.	Assistant Director of Research, Lilly Family School of Philanthropy (MPI), Indiana University
2023 - pres.	Editorial Assistant, Public Finance Journal
2022 - 2025 	Research Assistant, Department of Public Administration, North Carolina State University
2021 - 2022     Program Manager, Leadership Fellows Academy (LFA), Texas Health and Human Services Commission, Peer and Recovery Services Programs, Planning and Policy Unit, and North Carolina State University  
2017 - 2020	Policy Analyst, Johnson & Johnson, Bangalore, India


SERVICE TO PROFESSION
Secretary, American Society for Public Administration's Section for Women in Public Administration, 2022 - Present
Board Member, American Society for Public Administration's Section for Professional Development, 2023 - Present
Secretary, American Society for Public Administration's South Asian Section for Public Administration, 2024 - Present
	

Invited Manuscript Peer Reviewer
International Journal of Public Administration
Journal of Public and Nonprofit Affairs
Journal of Public Budgeting, Accounting & Financial Management
Public Administration
Public Finance and Management
Public Finance Journal

REFERENCES 
Bruce D. McDonald, Professor 
School of Public Service
Old Dominion University 
bmcdonal@odu.edu | 850.321.9989 

John Bartle, Professor 
School of Public Administration 
University of Nebraska Omaha 
jbartle@unomaha.edu | 402.554.3989 

Jerrell Coggburn, Professor (Teaching Reference)
Department of Public Administration 
North Carolina State University 
jcoggburn@ncsu.edu | 919.208.4714 
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