LSUS STAFF SENATE
MEETING MINUTES 
January 8th, 2026 @ 1 PM | UC WEBSTER ROOM


Senators in attendance:

PRESIDENT		Angela Burton
VICE PRESIDENT	Sheniki Thomas
TREASURER		Wayne McLain
	

F2F	
Allison Richardson     	Jennifer Isaac		Angela Myles		Jazmin Jernigan	Tracie Johnson
Jennifer Thrower        DaMicQuletta Atkins   Jason Elliott		   	

Senators not present:
Rene Pallay        	Rebekah Hensley		Trayveon Clarkson
Andrew Young    	Megan Wheeler		Laura Savage

AGENDA


ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS –Chancellor Robert Smith

The Chancellor reported that he had no additional updates beyond his campus kickoff address. He was asked about the major challenges currently facing the university and noted that securing funding for strong initiatives remains a primary challenge.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Jennifer Isaac motioned to approve the previous meeting’s minutes. Jennifer Thrower seconded the motion. The minutes were approved.

TREASURERS REPORT

Wayne reported a current balance of $5,537.08, up from $5,212.86 in January, reflecting an increase of $342.22. It was noted that payment for the recent luncheon has not yet cleared.

OLD/CURRENT BUSINESS

HOCO 2026
Homecoming Tailgate
Plans for the Homecoming tailgate were discussed. The Southwest Shreveport Rotary Club will provide jambalaya. Entertainment options were presented:
· Option 1: Jenga/carnival games
· Option 2: King Cake Bingo
· Option 3: Both
A vote was taken, with 2 votes for Option 1, 0 votes for Option 2, and 8 votes for Option 3. Option 3 was selected. Drinks will be provided.
Volunteers for the event include Wayne, Sheniki, Jason, and Jennifer Thrower. Tracie and Laura volunteered to assist with Bingo. Ariel Owens asked whether non-Staff Senate staff could volunteer and was informed that they could; she also volunteered to help with Bingo. Jasmine will contact Lauders regarding the possibility of providing king cakes. Campus Federal requested a table at the event.

Staff Senate Shoutout Committee
Members of the Shoutout Subcommittee include Sheniki, Jennifer Isaac, Angela Myles, Angela Burton, and Allison. The committee plans to meet within the next two weeks.

Professional Development Mini-Conference
The Professional Development Mini-Conference is scheduled for April 1st. Members brainstormed possible themes and reached consensus on Collaboration and Communication. Further discussion and planning will take place at the next meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Give Back Night
A possible Give Back Night at Frank’s Pizza during Happy Hour was discussed. The organization would receive 10% of sales. A tentative date of March 3rd was mentioned.

[bookmark: _Hlk210649442]Spring Luncheon
A luncheon is planned for May 8th. Several theme ideas were discussed, with consensus forming around a “Take Me Out to the Ball Game” theme in recognition of the baseball team’s successful season.

SENATOR/COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Events Committee, Parking Committee, and Long-Range Planning and Benefits Committee have not met since the last Staff Senate meeting.

COMMENTS

Sheniki gave a shoutout recognizing the success of the holiday luncheon. Angela Burton noted that the event had record attendance and encouraged members to register for future events.

Members were reminded to bring Homecoming beads to Jasmine.

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 

President Angela Burton highlighted provisions in the bylaws regarding senator attendance, the use of proxies in cases of absence, and potential removal for lack of attendance. Questions and discussion followed regarding expectations of Staff Senators, whether the bylaws should be revised, and whether Zoom attendance should count toward attendance requirements. Additional discussion will continue at a future meeting.

ADJOURNMENT

Jasmine motioned to adjourn the meeting. Sheniki seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned.


