LSUS STAFF SENATE
MEETING MINUTES 
December 11, 2025 @ 1 PM | UC WEBSTER ROOM


Senators in attendance:

PRESIDENT		Angela Burton
VICE PRESIDENT	Sheniki Thomas
TREASURER		Wayne McClain
	

F2F	
Megan Wheeler 	Jennifer Isaac		Andrew Young           
Jennifer Thrower        Laura Savage
Jason Elliott		Jazmin Jernigan

Senators not present:
DaMicQuletta Atkins   	Rene Pallay       	Rebekah Hensley	DaMicQuletta Atkins   
Angela Myles 			Tracie Johnson	Trayveon Clarkson     Allison Richardson     

AGENDA

Meeting called to order at 1:06 PM

ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS – Mr. Demitrius Brown for Chancellor Robert Smith

· Chancellor Smith was in Baton Rouge for the Board of Supervisors meeting so Demi would be giving the report.
· Demi reiterated Chancellors Smith’s remarks about the SACSCOC decennial reaffirmation on-site visit last March. The visit went well but the team needed more information in several areas. Many were involved in gathering this information during the summer. SACSCOC announced on December 9th that they voted to awarded LSUS a cull 10-year reaccreditation, with no findings and no recommendations!. The SACSCOC Vice President who oversaw our review referred to our response as a “model” report. This is a tremendous accomplishment and speaks volumes about the quality of the work we all are doing here every day and the strength of our final response to SACS last summer. congratulations to you all for this accomplishment! Thank you to all the staff and faculty to make this so successful! Chancellor Smith did want to specifically thank Associate Provost Dr. Helen Wise, who led the effort.
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 

· Welcome everyone and thank you for everything you all have done this semester. Angela really appreciates everyone!
TREASURERS REPORT
· Wayne reported that we have increased from $3802.71 to $5212.86 within the last month due to deposits for the Staff Senate Luncheon

OLD/CURRENT BUSINESS

Staff Senate Support Scholarship Update
· A winner was selected and the scholarship will be awarded at the Holiday luncheon. Angela will have the certificate printed and ready to go.
· A question was asked about if we are getting a good number of applicants. Angela answered that we received three applications, which is more than we received in the past. She hopes that more people will apply and that maybe at some point, with enough interest and funding, this can be given twice a year.
Holiday Luncheon-updates 
· Angela and Ms. Rhonda discussed instead of releasing people in the middle of the Luncheon for food that people can get food as they are coming in to make things go quicker. They both agreed this would be more efficient and will have more time to do fun stuff.
· We are not able to take walk-ins this year as this was the largest registration to date. 165 people registered for the event and food had to be increased to account for the large amount of people. The catering bill did go up but Angela was happy to do it to make sure we had enough food for everyone. 
· The check-in table will be in the ballroom instead of by the stairs to make sure to catch everyone coming to the event. This is to also make sure everyone has a name tag and to get the final number of people who showed up. It will help to project how many people could show up for the next luncheon. 
· Wayne, Sheniki, and Jasmine volunteered to help with the check-in table. Thank you!
· Big thank you to those who went above and beyond with all of the door prizes and big thank you to those who are able to come help set up!
· The projected cost from the luncheon is $2500, which is more than we spent, but we are having a record number of people showing up.
HOCO 2026-Tailgate
· Angela secured the UC downstairs just like last year.
· Thank you to Dr. Wissing and the Rotary Club for their donation!
· The tailgate is on February 12th
· Shenki asked if we will be selling any beverages, but Angela said that we did not plan on doing so at the tailgate.
Staff Senate Shout outs
· The final template was shown at the meeting of what the shoutout will look like. Thank you for Mackenzie Newland and Erin Smith on helping with this project! She created it to where we can essentially just fill in the information and use it as we need to.
· Jen I asked if there was a certain criteria to qualify. Angela says there is not a criteria, just that the person needs to be nominated. The subcommittee will look at the nominations (if there is more than two) to determine who will be chosen for that month. The shoutouts are to boost recognition to those who do not get recognized as often for something they go out of their way to do.
· Sheniki asked if there is someone who is a trailblazer who goes above and beyond multiple times, is there a limitation to how many times this person can be chosen? For an overflow of nominations, will we maintain some type of waiting list? Angela answered that we will keep a list of all nominations and roll them over into the next month. It was also suggested that nominations will be kept for 3 months then fall off. This is to make sure people are recognized for what they did recently. People can be nominated again after three months if they were already nominated.
· Jasmine suggested that instead of the three month waiting period to do it for quarterly.
· Wayne asked what will happen if we do not have enough nominations? He suggested for this is to shout out people and include what they do since majority do not interact with each other. Like a staff introduction. This could help with stretching out nominations if there is not that many.
Kroger Community Awards-Sheniki
· From August 25th-November 25th, we have 19 households participating. We have also collected $72.46. It is 7 cents down from last quarter. 
· There have been some neighborhood krogers that have closed which can affect these numbers as well. 
· Sheniki encouraged everyone to shop at Kroger when possible and a big thank you to those who are participating!
· Jasmine did ask what is the procedure if someone wanted to make a flat donation to the food pantry? No one was quite sure, but the question will be brought up to Rebekah once she is back. 



APPROVAL OF MINUTES

· November 2025 minutes were approved by Laura S. and Wayne M. seconded them. 

NEW BUSINESS

Professional Mini-Conference 
· The conference will be on April 1st. Angela is working on food for the event. 
· We will continue with only doing morning sessions as this seems to be better for numbers that both a morning and evening session. 
· Please let anyone who wants to present to start thinking of ideas. 
· Angela will send out an email asking who wants to be a presenter and what they would like to present.
· Jen I asked if there will be a theme but there is not one at this time. We will talk more about it in January. 

[bookmark: _Hlk210649442]Fundraiser ideas for Spring
· Angela will be reaching out to a restaurant over the break for getting an event set up. The pop up closet is still on the list, however, it will take a lot of leg work to execute this idea. It will be on the January agenda. 
· Jasmine brought up an idea of during the luncheon staff can buy more tickets to have more chances on winning a prize in addition to the chance they already have. Also have the raffle items at the door so people can see what can be won. This can be done at the Spring Luncheon
· Jen I mentioned that the donation letter should probably be modified in the event we do this idea.
· Laura S. suggested doing a membership/fundraiser drive to help with getting more staff on the staff support fund.


SENATOR/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Events Committee
· Nothing since the last meeting
Parking Appeals Committee 
· Tickets were issued but no one appealed

Long Range Planning & Benefits Committee 
· Update will be given at next meeting

COMMENTS
· Angela asked who will be staying to help, in which multiple people were able to. Thank you to the additional volunteer help from the HR department! 

ADJOURNMENT

Laura S. motioned to adjourn. Jennifer I. seconds. The meeting was adjourned at 1:48 PM



