LSUS STAFF SENATE
MEETING MINUTES 
November 13, 2025 @ 1 PM | UC WEBSTER ROOM


Senators in attendance:

PRESIDENT		Angela Burton
VICE PRESIDENT	Sheniki Thomas
	

F2F	
Megan Wheeler 	Allison Richardson     	Jennifer Isaac
Jennifer Thrower        DaMicQuletta Atkins   Laura Savage
Jason Elliott		Trayveon Clarkson     	

Senators not present:
Wayne McClain	Jazmin Jernigan	Rene Pallay        Rebekah Hensley
Angela Myles 		Andrew Young           Tracie Johnson

AGENDA

Meeting called to order at 1:05 PM

ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS – Dr. Helen Taylor for Chancellor Robert Smith and Scott Hardwick

· Chancellor Smith was out of the country so Dr. Taylor would be giving the report
· Enrollment for the Fall semester hit a record high of 11,359 students. Last Spring we just celebrated hitting 10,000 and now we are over 11,000. Great job everyone! We are up in all categories and the undergraduate face to face is growing steadily. Retention numbers are increasing as well
· The LSU Board of Supervisors voted in their new system president, Dr. Wade Rousse. In a new change, they also split the role to where the LSU system has a president and LSU A&M has their own Chancellor, Dr. James Dalton.
· Dr. Dalton will oversee the Baton Rouge campus and lead research efforts across all LSU research campuses. He is also named the Executive Vice President of the LSU system. LSUS Chancellor Smith will report to Dr. Rousse.
· A change to the bylaws will be voted in the December Board of Supervisors meeting to reflect the spilt between roles. They start on November 17th. The campus will probably get a visit from one or both Dr. Dalton and Dr. Rousse
· The University of New Orleans will be transitioning back into the LSU system and will be called LSUNO. Chancellor Smith will be a part of the committees to help LSUNO with the transition. They also may call on faculty and staff expertise to help.
· Dr. Taylor ended with asking if anyone had any questions. Sheniki asked for an update on the bridge from campus to Pilots point. Dr. Taylor was not entirely for sure, however Laura Savage said that paperwork in facility services is going through for the support work to be done before the body.
· Scott Hardwick talked about the executive order the Louisiana governor input in September to discuss how state entities would utilize AI. The EO was amended to include higher education. All state offices, including higher Ed, are required to develop a policy on appropriate AI use by Dec. 15th. Angela sent the proposed policy to senators to review earlier in the week. 
· The policy is to make sure employees, faculty and staff are aware of the type of data they put in AI and ensure sensitive information is not put into AI systems. The Board of Regents wants two additional AI policies. One about Academic Dishonesty and AI Ethics. No deadline at the moment.
· Angela B asked about when people send in IT approvals, are the approvals being screened for AI or is that secondary? Scott said that questions have been added to the approval form to comply with BOR. They ask about what will the AI be used for, what kind of data will be put into it, etc.. IT is supposed to keep database of all software as to be able to say what it is used for and what data is being input into it. It is in process. New software orders that may have AI are on hold until after Dec. 15th. Renewals are with legal counsel to determine if it can be purchased before Dec. 15th.  
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 

· Revised and new policies will be sent out for review before the next LPC meeting. The revised policies are the use of HPE building, Tennis Courts, and athletic field, and campus fundraising. The new policies for review are space allocation, renovation and management, AI accessible use, and inclement weather.

· TREASURERS REPORT
· Wayne was out, but Angela B reported that we are now at $3,803.71 which is an increase of $222.81 from the previous reported amount.

OLD/CURRENT BUSINESS

Staff Senate Support Scholarship Update
· A winner has been selected and the scholarship will be awarded at the Holiday luncheon. Thank you to Sheniki Thomas, and the committee members Caitlin LeBlanc, Sugary Burns, Kathi Garcie, and Amy May! We look forward to giving the scholarship out at the luncheon.
Trunk or treat- recap 
· Thank you Jennifer T. for the use of her car “Flower Power” and for decorating! It was a fun time with Angela B, Jason and Elizabeth Harris. Thank you Megan for posting about the event.
HOCO 2026
· Angela attended the HOCO events committee to discuss the upcoming event. Even though it was supposed to be in the mall, due to weather it moved to UC. Angela asked if everyone was ok with keeping the Staff senate set up in the UC just in case it rains again. Everyone agreed. 
Staff Senate Shout outs
· A mockup of what the graphic will look like was included in todays meeting. MPR is working on a final design and should be done by the end of November. Thank you for Mackenzie Newland and Erin Smith on helping with this project!
· Looking to start calling for nominations by December and go live by January. They will be displayed on TV monitors and on the Staff Senate Facebook page. Angela proposed to do two people a month as our funds could handle giving a free coffee to two people. Everyone agreed to two people a month and to use funds to pay for two coffees a month. 
· If anyone wants to be on the subcommittee to determine which two people each month, let Angela know. If there are more than two nominations, the people who were not picked would rollover into the next month to be in the pool of nominations. Everyone agreed to this plan.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

· October 2025 minutes were approved after Trayveon Clarkson motioned to approve them and Sheniki Thomas seconded them. 

NEW BUSINESS

New classified senator 
· Due to Angela moving from classified to unclassified as of Nov. 1st, a new classified spot opened up. Laura Savage was next on the classified list and did accept the role when asked. Welcome back Laura! 

[bookmark: _Hlk210649442]Tailgate for Baseball (TBA)
· Jason suggested a baseball tailgate. Angela reached out to Brad Neffendorf and received the schedule for the upcoming season to see potential dates for this tailgate. Angela suggested doing a tailgate for one of the earlier games in the season. Any ideas or suggestions are welcomed and can be discussed at the next meeting.


SENATOR/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Events Committee
· Sheniki reported that they discussed a haunted gingerbread house contest, decorations to use, narrowed food to be a Christmas meal with vegetarian options, and to do trivia. HR will also be announcing the winners for the Outstanding Service Awards.
· Angela added that a spooky spirits costume contest will be included as well. She will also send out the announcement email with the link to sign up for the event.
· The Luncheon is $15 per person for those who do not have the payroll deduction for Staff Senate. Laura Purdue did confirm that they will cover FS custodial staff again this year. Thank you Laura! 
· Transact will be used to collect fees for the Luncheon. If you are already contributing, use SENATESAV as the discount code. Staff will have to put in CC information, but it will not be charged if discount code is used.
· If a staff member does not want to input their CC information, they can email Angela and bring cash to her. 
· Jennifer I. raised a concern about staff inputting their CC information in even with the discount code. Angela said that the payment screen comes before the discount code screen to the CC info will have to be input to continue. The software does not store the CC info. Angela will talk to KeeKee on if the order could be changed around, but it may not be possible.
Parking Appeals Committee 
· No report

Long Range Planning & Benefits Committee 
· No report

COMMENTS
· Sheniki asked about if more fundraising events for Staff Senate will be held in the future. 
· Angela mentioned the Pop Up thrift closet that was brought forth a while back, but due to transition positions, was put on hold. Would still like to move forward with it, however, it will take a lot of man power from the Senate to pull it off. Looking to do late spring or next fall. 
· For socials, Angela discussed looking into other venues that can hold about 50 people. If any senator knows a place, let Angela know. Look for places with a happy hour option to increase attendance. 

ADJOURNMENT

Jennifer Isaac motioned to adjourn. Jennifer T. seconds. The meeting was adjourned at 1:41 PM



