LSUS STAFF SENATE
MEETING MINUTES 
OCTOBER 9, 2025 @ 1 PM | WEBSTER


Senators in attendance:

PRESIDENT		Angela Burton
VICE PRESIDENT	Sheniki Thomas
SECRETARY		Rebekah Hensley
TREASURER		Wayne McLain

F2F	
Andrew Young	Jason Elliot		Jennifer Thrower	
Angela Myles		Jazmin Jernigan	Megan Wheeler
DaMicQuletta Atkins	Jennifer Isaac		Tracie Johnson


Senators not present:
Allison Richardson	Rene Pallay	Trayveon Clarkson

AGENDA

Meeting called to order at 1:03 PM

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

September 2025 minutes were approved after Angela Myles motioned to approve them and Wayne McLain seconded. 

PRESIDENT’S REMARKS

· Considering a potential collaboration in Spring 2026 with the LSUS Alumni Association for future volunteer opportunities. More information will be provided by the Events Committee.
· Senators should be on the lookout in the upcoming weeks/months for upcoming policies and be prepared to provide feedback. 

ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS – CHANCELLOR SMITH

· Enrollment is up to around 11,400 students and more are still registered. Drop for non-payment has not happened yet, but we are hopeful to remain over 11K. 
· Dr. Lawrence Scott, retired chair of the Econ Department at LSU BR, recently hosted a presentation on the local economic forecast and it appears that the economic forecast for Shreveport/Bossier is positive while highlighting LSUS’ increasing enrollment, increase in faculty/staff positions open, and more. 
· Reminder about the Fish Fry being on Friday, October 10th. 
· WAYNE: There seems to be a common trend between a lot of the Universities that are facing deficits beyond enrollment. Do you think it is because they are trying to take too big of a step?
CHANCELLOR SMITH: I don’t have a definitive answer, but the common trend would be the enrollment cliff. Fewer babies were born 18 years ago, so less are coming into college now. We are also a lean organization with fewer programs that budget conservatively, so we cautiously watch the state and students’ money. 
· TRACIE: With all the PR we have received from our baseball team, how do you think that has impacted on our enrollment?
CHANCELLOR: It has had a positive impact on our first-year students, but there is no way to tell. 

TREASURER’S REPORT

Wayne shared that there is $3,580.90 in our staff senate funds.


OLD/CURRENT BUSINESS

Staff Senate Support Scholarship 
· Currently accepting applications until Friday, October 31, 2025.
· Thanks to volunteer committee members: Caitlin LeBlanc, Amy May, Su’Gary Burns, and Kathy Garcie for offering to serve. Thank you to Sheniki for serving in ex-officio capacity and leading the meetings. 
Trunk or Treat
· Jennifer Thrower has volunteered her vehicle for us to use and will be collecting candy leading up to the event. Candy, treats, or small toy donations will be accepted! 
Holiday Luncheon
· More details to be discussed in the Events Committee Report
HOCO 2026
· The theme for homecoming is Mardi Gras and will be held the week of February 9-14th. Staff Senate will host a tailgate on Thursday, February 12th right before the basketball game. 
Staff Senate Spotlights (Shout Outs)
· Will be temporarily postponed but hope for more information to be available at November meeting. 


NEW BUSINESS

Communication with Admin. Assistants/Assistant to the Dean 
· A request has been made that communications with the Deans, that are not confidential, include the admin assistant/assistant to the dean. 

Work From Home Policy (Addressed by Rob Lindsey)
· In April, an Executive Order was issued by the governor requiring all state agencies to move away from work from home arrangements. 
· Human Resources can always work with employees on temporary needs due to injury, illness, non-occupational illness or work related to allowing a flexible work arrangement. 

SENATOR/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Events Committee
· Trunk or Treat (Sheniki Thomas) 
· Jennifer Thrower has graciously volunteered to allow us to use her car and collect candy donations. The event will run from 5-7PM in the Pioneer Heritage Center Parking Lot. Set up will begin at 4:15pm. The theme will be Flower Power Hippie.
· Alumni Association Collaboration (Angela Myles)
· Common Ground Food Pantry is looking for volunteers to help walk through the pantry with shoppers and assist them with their selections. 
· Day of Caring, a one-day event organized by United Way of NWLA where local businesses get paired with various non-profit organizations to assist on a special project. You can dress up, have fun, and connect/give back to the local community. 
· SHENIKI: Can you share when these events typically take place so we can decide?
ANGELA M: Day of Caring typically takes place around the end of April/early May. Common Ground is every Thursday from 5-7PM
· Holiday Luncheon (Jennifer Isaac) 
· The Holiday Luncheon will be held on Friday, December 12, 2025, and the committee has decided on a Nightmare Before Christmas theme, but we want to rename it. The options we came up with were: Merry and Mysterious, Twisted Winter Wonderland, A Nightmare Before the Holiday’s. After a vote, the official theme will be A Nightmare Before the Holiday.
· Activities will include: A costume contest, trivia, a haunted gingerbread house competition, door prizes, and more! 

Parking Appeals Committee 
· Nothing to report.

Long Range Planning & Benefits Committee 
· Nothing to report but next meeting will be held soon.

COMMENTS

No other comments.

ADJOURNMENT

Tracie Johnson motioned to adjourn. Angela Myles seconds. The meeting was adjourned at 1:39 PM.



