LSUS STAFF SENATE
MEETING MINUTES 
September 11, 2025 @ 1 PM | UC WEBSTER ROOM


Senators in attendance:

PRESIDENT		Angela Burton
VICE PRESIDENT	Sheniki Thomas
SECRETARY		Rebekah Hensley 	

F2F	
Megan Wheeler 	Tracie Johnson 	Jennifer Isaac
Wayne McClain 	Jennifer Thrower
Jason Elliott		Rene Pallay	

Senators not present:
Trayveon Clarkson	Jazmin Jernigan	DaMicQuletta Atkins
Angela Myles 		Allison Richardson

AGENDA

Meeting called to order at 1:02 PM

ADMINISTRATOR’S REMARKS – Chancellor Robert Smith

· Enrollment continues to trend upwards! For context, LSUS graduated 1,500 at the December graduation, 1,700 at the May graduation, and then reached a new record of 1,500 at the summer graduation. Retention rates are expected to continue rising this fall with AP2 enrollment upcoming. LSUS fell short of 11K students but are hopeful that we will surpass it. 
· Approval of new faculty/staff positions to address areas of weakness though many positions are already being advertised. 
· The Fish Fry event was announced for Friday, October 10th from 4:30-7PM. Shaver’s will be catering the event so that the food service team could be in attendance and not have to work the event. 
· Mentioned ongoing campus improvements including a recent ribbon-cutting and groundbreaking for a bridge to Pilots Pointe Apartments. You will be able to see movement on the bridge in the next couple of weeks. 
· Pilots Pointe Apartments (PPA) are full for the first time in recorded history. Clarified miscommunication regarding Bossier Parish Community College (BPCC) softball students that are staying at PPA. There is a waiting list of approximately50 LSUS students. 
· LSUS will not be moving forward with Workday Student which is seen as a positive development. Lessons learned while preparing for Workday Student will be applied to future student information systems which will take place in the next few years. 
· Briefly addressed safety concerns regarding the recent assassination of Charlie Kirk at the University of Utah. Many universities are on lockdown, but leadership will be meeting later today to discuss safety concerns. 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS 

· D’Andrea “Dede” Brown introduced herself as the new CARE Coordinator in the Office of Dean of Students. Her role is student advocacy and basic needs, including information on the partnership with SingleStop USA which provides both state and federal resources to our students. 
· Patience Davis introduced herself as the Access Coordinator, focusing on students with disabilities in the academic realm to ensure they receive appropriate accommodations to succeed. 
· Angela Burton announced her upcoming transition from the Purchasing Department to the Dean’s Office in the College of Education and Human Development beginning November 1, 2025. Therefore, she discussed the need for transparency and an apportionment vote to allow her to continue serving as president despite moving from classified to unclassified. Unanimous agreement to allow Angela to remain President of Staff Senate. With Angela’s transition from unclassified to classified, that will open a new classified position. We will welcome a new classified senator from the list of who was next in line for the position at the last election.


· TREASURERS REPORT
· Wayne McLain mentioned a slight decrease in funds due to recent expenditures but the new budget total is $3,287.56. 
· Encouraged staff members to participate in the Staff Senate Payroll Deduction for ongoing fundraising efforts.


OLD/CURRENT BUSINESS

Staff Senate Support Scholarship Update
· Scholarship presented at LPC where no comments or feedback were provided. Chancellor Smith has now signed off on it. Graduate students who are staff members are now included in the scholarship application pool. 
Kroger Community Rewards 
· Sheniki shared updated on the Kroger Community Rewards program, noting a significant increase in donations to the LSUS Pilots Pantry. After months of waiting, $72.53 was donated to the LSUS Pilots Pantry.
· Rebekah briefly discussed that this money will allow us to purchase specific items that the students have been requesting including but not limited to spices and sauces (BBQ, etc.) which will enhance the meals the students make. 
Spring Luncheon & Ice Cream Social Recap
· Highlighted the success of the Spring Luncheon and Ice Cream Social that had cost effective planning. 
· At the ice cream social, we ran out of ice cream in accordance with the amount of staff participation. Shout out to Sheniki for running the Staff Senate Support Table! 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

· August 2025 minutes need minor adjustment due to budget total being off by 0.14 cents. Total should be $3,401.00 not $3,401.14. Meeting minutes will be adjusted.  Tracie Johnson motioned, seconded by Wayne. 

NEW BUSINESS

Social Media Senator Suggestion
· Due to decrease in Staff Spotlights, Angela proposes we make a few modifications and do shoutouts instead of spotlights for “Doing a good deed”, “Going above and beyond”, etc. Want to consider purchasing a small token of appreciation from STACKS for the winner. 
· Sheniki asked for clarification if there is a capping limit and Angela stated she will present criteria at the October meeting. 
· Wayne asked how frequently the shoutout would go out. Angela stated monthly at minimum. 
· The Social Media Senator will handle all social media interactions once a Staff Senate Facebook page is created. 
· Megan Wheeler offered to be Social Media Senator

[bookmark: _Hlk210649442]Upcoming Events (Trunk or Treat, Holiday Luncheon, & HOCO 2026)
· For Trunk or Treat, Jennifer Thrower offered to donate her car trunk for the event and offered to collect candy. An email will be sent requesting volunteers closer to the beginning of October. 
· Holiday Luncheon date is set for December 12th in the UC Ballroom. Theme to be decided at next Events Committee Meeting. 
· Homecoming (HOCO) 2026 has been scheduled for the week of February 9-14th, 2026. Staff Senate will host a Tailgate on Thursday, February 12th and the theme is Mardi Gras. Will be scaling down from last years festivities due to budgetary constraints. 
Call for Volunteers- 2025 Scholarship Committee
· Looking for 4 Staff Members. 2 Classified and 2 Unclassified. 
· Sheniki will be ex-officio meaning she will only vote in the event of a tie. If interested, contact Angela Burton. 
Call for Volunteers – Standing & Special Committees 
· Events Committee – Angela will send out an email to all senators and anyone interested can respond and/or show up. 
· Parking Appeals Committee – Rebekah resigned from position to allow Rene Pallay the opportunity. Sheniki will continue serve. 
· Long Range Committee – Tracie encouraged members to consider joining and expressed they meet 1 hour prior to the regularly scheduled Staff Senate meetings. Sheniki offered to serve on this committee.  


SENATOR/COMMITTEE REPORTS

Events Committee
· No report
Parking Appeals Committee 
· No report

Long Range Planning & Benefits Committee 
· No report

COMMENTS
Wayne thanked Angela for continuing to serve as Staff Senate President even with getting an easy out. 

ADJOURNMENT

Jennifer Thrower motioned to adjourn. Sheniki seconds. The meeting was adjourned at 1:42 PM



