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POLICY STATEMENT 04.19.00
Standards and Guidelines for Readmission of Service Members
Policy Digest
Coordinating Unit: Office of Student Affairs
Effective: 10/25/2026
I. PURPOSE
In accordance with federal requirements, LSUS will provide readmission protections to qualifying service members whose mandatory service necessitates an absence from the institution.
This policy establishes eligibility requirements, notification procedures, and readmission rights applicable to all qualifying service members.
II. DEFINITIONS
Service Member – individuals currently serving in the United States Armed Forces (Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force, Space Force, Coast Guard), including members of the Active Component, Reserve Component, and National Guard (Army National Guard and Air National Guard)
III. ELIGIBILITY FOR READMISSION
A qualifying service member is entitled to readmission if the following applicable eligibility requirements are satisfied:
A. LSUS receives notice of the service member’s absence due to military service. This notice may be provided orally or in writing by the service member, an appropriate officer of the Armed Forces, or an appropriate official of the Department of Defense. This notice should be provided as far in advance as possible, circumstances permitting, and does not need to state if the service member intends to return to LSUS. This advance notice is not required when precluded by military necessity. Examples of military necessity include:
1. Classified missions, operations, exercises, or requirements
2. Missions, operations, exercises, or requirements that could be compromised or adversely affected by public knowledge
B. The cumulative length of the service member's absence, together with all previous qualifying absences from LSUS for military service, does not exceed five years, subject to applicable federal exceptions.
C. The service member provides oral or written notice of their intent to return to LSUS within three years following the completion of their period of service.
1. If a service member is hospitalized or recovering from an illness or injury suffered during or aggravated by their service period, they may submit the notice not later than two years after the end of the period that would be sufficient to recover from said illness or injury.
IV. READMISSION OF SERVICE MEMBERS
Service members shall be promptly readmitted into the next class(es) in their previous program once they’ve provided the notice of their intent to reenroll. They will be readmitted with the same academic status they had before they left. Academic status is defined as:
A. The same program they were last admitted to, or the most similar program if their original program has been discontinued.
B. The same enrollment status (this does not apply if they want to select a different enrollment status).
C. The same number of hours completed unless they select a different program where the hours completed are not transferrable.
D. The same academic standing.
V. TUITION AND FEES
When a service member is readmitted to their same program, for their first academic year, the tuition and fees will be assessed at the rate that the service member would have been assessed for in the academic year that they left. If their veteran education benefits or service member education benefits will pay the amount that other students in the program are assessed for in that academic year, that amount may be charged to the student.
VI. READMISSION ELIGIBILITY DISQUALIFYING FACTORS
A service member loses their eligibility for readmission under the following conditions:
A. A dishonorable discharge or bad conduct discharge from the Armed Forces
B. A commissioned officer dismissed by:
1. Sentence of a general court-martial
2. The commutation of a sentence of a general court-martial
3. Order of the President in time of war
C. A commissioned officer dropped from the rolls due to:
1. Absence without authority for at least three months
2. Separation due to a sentence of confinement from a court-martial
3. Sentence to confinement in a Federal or State penitentiary or correctional institution
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