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POLICY STATEMENT 2.31.02
INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD

Policy Digest
Coordinating Unit: The Office of Sponsored Programs
Effective: 08/22/2014
Revised: 08/24/2018,11/4/2026
I. PURPOSE
This Policy governs the membership and responsibilities of the LSUS Institutional Review Board.
II. POLICY
A. The Institutional Review Board (IRB) reports to the Provost and Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs. Its members are appointed by the Provost for staggered three-year terms, with membership of the Board constituted as follows: At least seven members, with varying backgrounds:

1. Two faculty from the College of Arts and Sciences (must include one faculty member from the School of Science),
2. Two faculty from the College of Business,
3. Two faculty from the College of Education and Human Development,
4. One non-affiliated representative from the community
5. Ex officio: Associate Vice Chancellor for Sponsored Programs

B. The Associate Vice Chancellor for Sponsored Programs (or the Provost's designee) will serve as the Chair of the Institutional Review Board.

C. The primary responsibility of the Board is to review and, at its discretion, monitor
research projects conducted by faculty or students at LSUS that incorporate human participants, human tissues, or human subjects data. Prior to the commencement of such research, the Principal Investigator must complete and submit the LSUS IRB Approval Form to the Chair of the Committee and receive signed approval. In recognition of the benign nature of many research projects, the Chair has the option of approving the proposed research at his/her discretion if the submitted Approval Form outlines procedures to (1) maintain confidentiality of human participants (if any) and (2) if the proposed research poses no threats of mental or physical harm to human participants. The proposed research project will be put forward to the members of the IRB if either of these conditions is not met or for any other concern raised by the Chair.
AUTHORIZED AND APPROVED BY:

Dr. Robert T. Smith, Chancellor					                         11/04/2026
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