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Victim Rights & Options
If this is an emergency, call 911
Louisiana State University Shreveport prohibits the offenses of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking and reaffirms its commitment to maintaining a campus environment that emphasizes the dignity and worth of all members of the college community. If you have experienced sexual discrimination, and/or sexual violence, we are here to help.
Procedures Victims Should Follow if a Crime of Dating Violence, Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking Occurs
Experiencing dating violence, domestic violence, sexual assault, or stalking can be overwhelming, and there is no right or wrong way to respond. You DO NOT have to involve law enforcement or any campus affiliated resources unless you want to. If you have experienced sexual assault, you may seek immediate medical care at any local emergency room, where staff can connect you with a sexual assault advocate for support and information about available options.
You may also choose to have a medical forensic exam even if you are not ready to report the incident to law enforcement. Evidence collected during the exam may be preserved for up to one year, allowing you time to decide whether to pursue a police report. To help preserve potential evidence, avoid bathing, showering, changing clothes, eating, drinking, smoking, brushing your teeth, or cleaning the area where the incident occurred until evidence can be collected, if possible.
It is also important to preserve other forms of evidence, including text messages, emails, social media communications, photos, videos, call logs, voicemails, and other relevant records. If visible injuries or property damage are present, consider taking photographs and documenting dates, times, locations, and other details related to the incident. This information may be helpful during institutional investigations, disciplinary proceedings, or law enforcement investigations.
Regardless of whether you choose to report, you deserve care, support, and respect.  Resources are available to help you understand your options and access assistance.
Nearby Medical Facilities:
· Ochsner LSU Health Shreveport | 1541 Kings Hwy Shreveport, LA 71103 | 318-626-0000
· Christus Highland Medical Center | 1453 E Bert Kouns Industrial Loop, Shreveport, LA 71105 | 318-681-4500
· Willis-Knighton Pierremont | 8001 Youree Dr, Shreveport, LA 71115 |318-212-3000 
· Willis-Knighton Bossier | 2400 Hospital Dr, Bossier City, LA 71111 | 318-212-5000 
· Christus Bossier Emergency Hospital | 2531 Viking Dr, Bossier City, LA 71111 | 318-681-7000
Reporting Incidents of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking
If you have experienced Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking, you have options. Depending on your needs, preferences, and desired outcome, you may choose to report the incident to any, all, or a combination of the resources listed below:
Title IX Office 
The incident will be investigated and resolved in accordance with Permanent Memorandum 73: Title IX Policy Prohibiting Sexual Misconduct. Reporting to Title IX does not result in legal or criminal outcomes unless requested. You may be asked about the incident and its location, but you only need to share what you are comfortable with. Once reported, the school must investigate. If there is a violation, a disciplinary hearing will evaluate evidence and determine if the accused will face consequences (suspension, expulsion, etc). Additionally, your school can provide accommodation to support your well-being
Title IX Reporting Form
318-797-5071
Noel Memorial Library, Room 142C
Law Enforcement
You may report the incident by contacting or visiting the LSUS Police Department, your local law enforcement agency, or by calling 911 in an emergency. Law enforcement can investigate the incident, work to hold offenders accountable through the criminal justice process, and connect victims with available support services and resources. While individuals may report at any time, reporting as soon as possible may help preserve evidence and support the investigation process.
· Emergency: 911
· Campus Police Business Hours Phone: 318-797-5082
· Campus Police After Hours Phone: 318-455-5497
· Caddo Parish Sheriff’s Office: 318-675-2170
· Shreveport Police Department: 318-673-7300
When someone fills out a police report, they provide information about an incident to law enforcement. An officer will review the details, document what happened, and create an official report. Depending on the nature of the incident, the report may be used to start an investigation, collect evidence, interview witnesses, or support legal proceedings. After the report is filed, the case may be assigned to an investigator, or it may be kept on record for documentation purposes if no further action is needed. An investigator may ask questions about what happened, when and where the incident occurred, who was involved, whether there were any witnesses or evidence, and whether the individual has any immediate safety concerns."
Confidential On-Campus Resources
Counseling Services
Provides confidential emotional support, coping strategies, and referrals to additional resources. Information shared with a licensed counselor is generally kept confidential, except in limited circumstances required by law.
Request a Counseling Appointment
318-797-5365
Counseling@lsus.edu
Confidential Advisor
Confidential advisors receive specialized training regarding laws and campus policies in order to support and advise students, faculty, and staff before and/or during the complaint process. Confidential advisors serve as a resource for community members to ask questions and receive information without instituting notice and an investigation under PM-73.
List of Confidential Advisors with Contact Information
Confidential Off Campus Resources
Sexual Assault Resources
· (Local) Project Celebration, Inc. 24/7 Hotline: 318-227-7900
· Louisiana Foundation Against Sexual Assault: 1-888-995-7372 
· (Nationwide) RAINN.org https://www.rainn.org/ or 1-800-656-4673
Domestic Violence Resources
· (Local) Project Celebration, Inc. Domestic Violence 24/7 Hotline: 318-226-5015
· Louisiana Coalition Against Domestic Violence: 1-888-411-1333 
· National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-7233
Confidential Off-Campus Behavior and Mental Health Support
David Raines Community Health Centers
		Phone: 318-425-2252 for Shreveport; 318-549-2500 for Bossier City 
Northwest Louisiana Human Services – Behavioral Health
		Phone: 1-866-416-5370 
Providence Counseling Group
Location: 2920 Knight Street, Suite 112, Shreveport, Louisiana 71105 
Phone: 318-787-0204 
Samaritan Counseling Center
Location: 1525 Stephens Ave, Shreveport, LA 71101 
Phone: 318-221-6121
Requesting Supportive Measures and Assistance
The Title IX Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the implementation of supportive measures. Supportive measures will be kept confidential to the extent possible, provided that maintaining confidentiality does not impair the University's ability to provide the requested support. Supportive measures are individualized, non-disciplinary, and non-punitive services designed to restore or preserve equal access to educational programs and activities. Available supportive measures may include, but are not limited to:
· Referrals to counseling, medical, healthcare, advocacy, or other support services;
· Referrals to campus or local law enforcement, when requested;
· Referrals to community-based service providers;
· Safety planning and risk-reduction strategies;
· Implementing a no contact order or other limitations on communication or interaction;
· Student financial aid counseling;
· Relocation of on-campus housing;
· Changes to work locations, reporting structures, or other employment-related arrangements;
· Transportation accommodations;
· Academic support, deadline extensions, excused absences, or other course-related adjustments;
· Alternative course completion options, including remote learning, online coursework, incompletes, or withdrawals, when appropriate;
· Referrals for visa or immigration assistance; and
· Any other supportive measures deemed appropriate by the Title IX Coordinator.
Protective Orders
Individuals who have experienced Sexual Assault, Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, or Stalking may seek a Protective Order (PO) or Temporary Restraining Order (TRO) through the Louisiana court system. These court orders are intended to help prevent abuse and enhance an individual's safety by restricting contact or requiring a person to stay away from another individual. LSUS does not issue Protective Orders or Temporary Restraining Orders but will enforce any court-issued order to the extent permitted by law. The Title IX Office can assist with implementing a no-contact order between individuals involved in an incident reported to them.
Additionally, Project Celebration, Inc. provides free Protective Order assistance to individuals seeking a court order for protection from an abuser. Advocates can explain the protective order process, help complete required paperwork, provide court accompaniment, and answer questions about available legal options. This support helps individuals understand their rights, navigate the court process, and pursue safety with guidance and advocacy throughout each step. You can call the Caddo/Bossier Parish location at 318-221-8003 from 8am to 4pm Monday through Friday to request assistance. If you are not in the listed parishes, please visit the PCI Contact Webpage.
Confidentiality
If you are a victim of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking, the University will make reasonable efforts to protect the confidentiality of your personally identifying information and any supportive or protective measures provided to you, to the extent permitted by law and consistent with the University's ability to provide those services. The LSUS Police Department maintains public records in accordance with applicable laws and will not include personally identifying information about victims, such as names, addresses, dates of birth, contact information, identification numbers, or any other identifiers. Reports made to Campus Security Authorities (CSAs) are shared with the Clery Compliance Officer for statistical reporting and evaluation of potential timely warnings. Upon request, personally identifying information will be withheld from these reports whenever possible. In some cases, limited information may need to be shared with University personnel responsible for implementing accommodations or protective measures. Such information will only be shared with individuals who have a legitimate need to know and will be handled with appropriate confidentiality safeguards.
Disciplinary Proceedings for Cases of Alleged Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking
Under LSU Permanent Memorandum 73 (PM-73), allegations of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking are handled through a formal Title IX and Power-Based Violence resolution process designed to ensure a prompt, fair, and impartial investigation and adjudication. 
1. Reporting and Initial Response
· Reports may be made to the Title IX Coordinator by the complainant, an employee, or another reporting party.
· LSU employees are generally mandatory reporters and must report known incidents of power-based violence.
· Upon receiving a report, the Title IX Coordinator contacts the complainant, explains available options, provides supportive measures, and discusses filing a Formal Complaint. 
2. Supportive Measures
Supportive measures are available to both the complainant and respondent regardless of whether a Formal Complaint is filed. Examples include:
· No-contact directives
· Housing or workplace changes
· Academic accommodations
· Counseling and healthcare referrals
· Safety planning and transportation assistance
3. Formal Complaint and Investigation
A disciplinary proceeding begins when a Formal Complaint is filed by the complainant or, in limited circumstances, by the Title IX Coordinator. The University:
· Appoints trained investigators.
· Provides written notice of allegations to both parties.
· Conducts a thorough, impartial investigation.
· Collects evidence, interviews parties and witnesses, and reviews relevant documents, messages, recordings, and other materials.
· Provides both parties an opportunity to review and respond to evidence before a final investigative report is issued. 
4. Resolution Process
Because allegations of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking are serious forms of power-based violence, they will generally proceed through a Formal Resolution process when suspension, expulsion, or termination may result. Informal Resolution is not considered appropriate when violence has resulted in significant harm. 
Formal Resolution Hearing
· A three-member trained Hearing Panel conducts a live hearing.
· Both parties may have an advisor, including an attorney.
· Advisors conduct cross-examination of parties and witnesses.
· The Hearing Panel reviews the investigation report, testimony, and evidence.
· The standard of proof is preponderance of the evidence (more likely than not). 
5. Rights of the Parties
Both complainants and respondents have equal rights, including:
· Fair and impartial treatment
· Written notice of allegations and outcomes
· Access to supportive measures
· The right to present witnesses and evidence
· The right to an advisor
· The right to review evidence before a decision is made
· Protection from retaliation
· The right to appeal the outcome
6. Sanctions and Corrective Actions
If a respondent is found responsible, sanctions may include:
Students
· Warning
· Disciplinary probation
· Deferred suspension
· Suspension
· Expulsion
· Counseling or assessments
· Restrictions from campus
· Revocation of admission or degree
Employees
· Suspension
· Administrative leave
· Demotion
· Counseling or assessments
· Restricted campus access
· Termination of employment
7. Written Outcome
Following the hearing, both parties receive a written determination that includes:
· Findings of fact
· Conclusions regarding policy violations
· Rationale for the decision
· Any sanctions imposed
· Remedies provided to the complainant 
8. Appeals
Either party may appeal based on:
· Conflict of interest or bias
· New evidence
· Procedural error
· Clearly erroneous findings
· Inappropriate sanctions
Appeals must be submitted within five business days of the decision and are reviewed by a trained Appeals Reviewer. 
Definitions
Dating Violence
Clery Definition: 
Violence committed by a person who is or has been in a social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim. The existence of such a relationship shall be determined based on the reporting party’s statement and consideration of the length of the relationship, the type of relationship, and the frequency of interaction between the people involved in the relationship. Dating violence includes, but is not limited to, sexual or physical abuse or the threat of such abuse. Dating violence does not include acts covered under the definition of domestic violence.
Louisiana State Law Definitions:
· RS 46:2151 Dating Violence: Includes but is not limited to physical or sexual abuse and any offense against the person as defined in the Criminal Code of Louisiana, except negligent injury and defamation, committed by one dating partner against the other. For purposes of this Section, "dating partner" means any person who is involved or has been involved in a sexual or intimate relationship with the offender characterized by the expectation of affectionate involvement independent of financial considerations, regardless of whether the person presently lives or formerly lived in the same residence with the offender. "Dating partner" shall not include a casual relationship or ordinary association between persons in a business or social context.
· RS 14:34.9 Battery of a Dating Partner: The intentional use of force or violence committed by one dating partner upon the person of another dating partner.
· RS 14:34.9.1 Aggravated Assault Upon a Dating Partner: An assault with a dangerous weapon committed by one dating partner upon another dating partner.
Domestic Violence
Clery Definition: 
The term ‘‘domestic violence’’ includes felony or misdemeanor crimes committed by a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim under the family or domestic violence laws of the jurisdiction receiving grant funding and, in the case of victim services, includes the use or attempted use of physical abuse or sexual abuse, or a pattern of any other coercive behavior committed, enabled, or solicited to gain or maintain power and control over a victim, including verbal, psychological, economic, or technological abuse that may or may not constitute criminal behavior, by a person who —
· is a current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim, or person similarly situated to a spouse of the victim;
· is cohabitating, or has cohabitated, with the victim as a spouse or intimate partner; shares a child in common with the victim; or
· commits acts against a youth or adult victim who is protected from those acts under the family or domestic violence laws of the jurisdiction.
Louisiana State Law Definitions:
There is not a specific definition for “Domestic Violence” in Louisiana Statute. However, there are related definitions for “Domestic Abuse Battery” and “Domestic Abuse Aggravated Assault”.
· RS 14:35.3 Domestic Abuse Battery: Domestic abuse battery is the intentional use of force or violence committed by one household member or family member upon the person of another household member or family member.
· "Family member" means spouses, former spouses, parents, children, stepparents, stepchildren, foster parents, foster children, other ascendants, and other descendants. "Family member" also means the other parent or foster parent of any child or foster child of the offender. 
· "Household member" means any person presently or formerly living in the same residence with the offender and who is involved or has been involved in a sexual or intimate relationship with the offender, or any child presently or formerly living in the same residence with the offender, or any child of the offender regardless of where the child resides.
· RS 14:37.7 Domestic Abuse Aggravated Assault: Domestic abuse aggravated assault is an assault with a dangerous weapon committed by one household member or family member upon another household member or family member.
Stalking
Clery Definition: 
Engaging in a course of conduct directed at a specific person or persons that would cause a reasonable person to either fear for their own safety or the safety of others, or experience substantial emotional distress. For the purposes of this definition:
· Course of conduct means two or more acts directed at a specific person, carried out directly, indirectly, or through third parties by any method, device, or means, including following, monitoring, observing, surveilling, threatening, communicating to or about the person, or interfering with the person's property.
· Reasonable person refers to a person under similar circumstances and with similar identities as the Complainant/Victim, who would likely experience a similar level of fear, concern for safety, or emotional distress if subjected to the same conduct.
· Substantial emotional distress means mental suffering or anguish that may, but does not necessarily, require medical or other professional treatment or counseling.
Louisiana State Law Definitions: 
· RS 14:40.2 Stalking: the intentional and repeated following or harassing of another person that would cause a reasonable person to feel alarmed or to suffer emotional distress. Stalking shall include but not be limited to the intentional and repeated uninvited presence of the perpetrator at another person's home, workplace, school, or any place which would cause a reasonable person to be alarmed, or to suffer emotional distress as a result of verbal, written, or behaviorally implied threats of death, bodily injury, sexual assault, kidnapping, or any other statutory criminal act to himself or any member of his family or any person with whom he is acquainted.
· "Harassing" means the repeated pattern of verbal communications or nonverbal behavior without invitation which includes but is not limited to making telephone calls, transmitting electronic mail, sending messages via a third party, or sending letters or pictures.
· "Pattern of conduct" means a series of acts over a period of time, however short, evidencing an intent to inflict a continuity of emotional distress upon the person. Constitutionally protected activity is not included within the meaning of pattern of conduct.
· RS 14:40.3 Cyberstalking: Cyberstalking is the use of electronic mail or other electronic communications to engage in repeated unwanted conduct directed at a person that threatens, harasses, intimidates, or causes emotional distress, including making threats of bodily harm, property damage, or knowingly communicating false information with the intent to threaten, terrify, or harass.
Sexual Assault
Clery Definition: 
An offense that meets the definition of rape, fondling, incest, or statutory rape as used in the FBI's uniform crime reporting program. Per the National Incident-Based Reporting System User Manual from the FBI UCR program, a sex offense any “sexual act directed against another person, without the consent of the victim, including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent”.
Louisiana State Law Definitions: 
Louisiana law contains several statutes addressing offenses that may constitute sexual assault; however, it does not provide a general statutory definition of the term "sexual assault." An exception exists within Louisiana's Military, Naval, and Veterans Affairs Code. 
· RS 29:220 Article 120. Sexual Assault: any sexual act committed without a person's consent, including acts accomplished through threats, intimidation, deception, or when a person is asleep, unconscious, unaware, impaired by drugs or alcohol, or otherwise incapable of consenting. Sexual assault includes any sexual penetration or sexual act, however slight, involving another person without lawful consent.
Rape
Clery Definition: 
Penetration, no matter how slight, of the vagina or anus, with any body part or object, or oral penetration by a sex organ of another person, without the consent of the victim.
Louisiana State Law Definitions: 
· RS 14:41 Rape: the act of anal, oral, or vaginal sexual intercourse with another person without that person's lawful consent. Sexual intercourse includes any penetration, however slight, of the anus or vagina by a body part or instrument, as well as oral sexual contact involving the mouth and the genitals or anus.
Fondling
Clery Definition: 
Touching of private body parts of another person for the purpose of sexual gratification, without the consent of the victim, including instances where the victim is incapable of giving consent because of his/her age or because of his/her temporary or permanent mental incapacity.
Louisiana State Law Definitions:
There is not a specific definition for “Fondling” in Louisiana Statute. However, the closest related definitions are “Misdemeanor sexual battery” and “Second degree sexual battery”.
· RS 14:43.1.1 Misdemeanor Sexual Battery: the intentional touching of the breasts or buttocks of the victim by the offender using any instrumentality or any part of the body of the offender, directly or through clothing, or the intentional touching of the breasts or buttocks of the offender by the victim using any instrumentality or any part of the body of the victim, directly or through clothing, when the offender acts without the consent of the victim.
· RS 14:43.2 Second Degree Sexual Battery: the intentional engaging in any of the following acts with another person when the offender intentionally inflicts serious bodily injury on the victim:
· The touching of the anus or genitals of the victim by the offender using any instrumentality or any part of the body of the offender, directly or through clothing.
· The touching of the anus or genitals of the offender by the victim using any instrumentality or any part of the body of the victim, directly or through clothing.
Incest
Clery Definition: 
Sexual intercourse between persons who are related to each other within the degrees wherein marriage is prohibited by law.
Louisiana State Law Definitions:
Louisiana repealed its state statues related to Incest in 2014. Currently, incest is covered under RS 14:89 Crimes Against Nature. 
· RS 14:89 Crimes Against Nature (Incest Portion Only): The marriage to, or sexual intercourse with, any ascendant or descendant, brother or sister, uncle or niece, aunt or nephew, with knowledge of their relationship. The relationship must be by consanguinity, but it is immaterial whether the parties to the act are related to one another by the whole or half blood. The provisions of this Paragraph shall not apply where one person, not a resident of this state at the time of the celebration of his marriage, contracted a marriage lawful at the place of celebration and thereafter removed to this state.
Statutory Rape
Clery Definition: 
Sexual intercourse with a person below the statutory age of consent.
Louisiana State Law Definitions:
There is not a standalone definition on “Statutory Rape” in Louisiana State Statute. However, there are related definitions for “Felony Carnal Knowledge of a Juvenile” and “Misdemeanor Carnal Knowledge of a Juvenile”.
· RS 14:80.1 Misdemeanor Carnal Knowledge of a Juvenile: when a person who is 17 years of age or older engages in consensual oral, anal, or vaginal sexual intercourse with a person who is at least 13 years old but under 17 years old, is not the offender's spouse, and is more than two years but less than four years younger than the offender. Knowledge of the juvenile's age is not a defense, and any penetration, however slight, is sufficient to constitute the offense.
· RS 14:80 Felony Carnal Knowledge of a Juvenile: when a person who is 17 years of age or older engages in consensual oral, anal, or vaginal sexual intercourse with a person who is at least 13 years old but under 17 years old, is not the offender's spouse, and is at least four years younger than the offender. The offense may also apply to certain repeat offenders. Knowledge of the juvenile's age is not a defense, and any penetration, however slight, is sufficient to constitute the offense.

Consent
Louisiana State Statute Definition
RS 29:220 Article 120. Sexual Assault: Consent is a knowing, voluntary, and freely given agreement to engage in sexual activity. Consent may be expressed through words or actions and can be withdrawn at any time. Consent cannot be obtained through force, threats, intimidation, coercion, or deception, and cannot be given by a person who is asleep, unconscious, incapacitated, or otherwise unable to understand or agree to sexual activity.
LSUS Institutional Definition
Permanent Memorandum 73: Clear, knowing, and voluntary permission demonstrated through mutually understandable words or actions clearly indicating willingness to engage in a specific sexual activity and any conditions on the activity. It is active, not passive; and silence, absent actions evidencing permission, is not consent. Responsibility for obtaining consent lies with the individual initiating the sexual activity. Consent to engage in sexual activity may be withdrawn by any person at any time, as long as the withdrawal is reasonably and clearly communicated. Once withdrawal of consent is expressed, the sexual activity must immediately cease. Consent is automatically withdrawn by a person who, during the activity, becomes incapacitated. A current or previous consensual intimate relationship between the parties does not itself imply consent or preclude a finding of responsibility. To give consent, a person must be of legal age. Consent cannot be obtained through coercion, fraud, or from a person whom the alleged offender knows or should reasonably know is incapacitated. Use of alcohol or drugs does not diminish the responsibility to obtain consent.
· Purpose of the Definition of Consent: This is used in the University's investigation and resolution processes to determine whether sexual activity was voluntary and mutually agreed upon, and to assess whether reported conduct constitutes Sexual Assault, Sexual Misconduct, or another violation of the University's policy on power-based violence.
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