
LSUS FACULTY SENATE 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING

January 16, 2026
11:00 A.M.

Webster Room, University Center

I. 	CALL TO ORDER  11:02 a.m.  President Williams called the meeting to order.
 
[bookmark: _heading=h.lqj6qyeog53s]II.	PRESENT: Senator Cassandra Williams, Senator Dunnavent, Senator Yeh, Senator Si Chen, Senator Xiang Gail Gao, Senator Felice Williams, Senator Bhnas, Senator Mikaberidze, Senator Gifford, Senator Siska, Senator Widmeyer. Absent: Senator Kim, Senator White, Senator Noor, Senator Zhao. A quorum was present.

III.	COMMENTS:  President Williams opened the floor for comments from non-senators who signed up to comment, under prescribed time limits. Per parliamentary procedure, only those present in the room may comment. No one signed up for comments. 

President Williams asked for a roll to be taken and asked senators to introduce themselves.  

IV.	APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  
Senator Siska proposed revisions to the draft minutes to clarify his comments and the exchange with Vice President Dunnavent at the December meeting. Senator Widmeyer moved to approve the December minutes with the proposed revisions. The motion was seconded and approved.

V.	PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 

President Williams opened the meeting by welcoming the faculty to the spring semester. She noted that the university is conducting multiple searches and undertaking policy revisions, and she encouraged faculty to participate.

V.	ADMINISTRATORS’ REPORTS

	Chancellor:  

The Chancellor opened his remarks by welcoming the faculty to the spring semester. He reminded attendees of the upcoming Kemp Forum, which will address the current and future status of LSUS. LSU President Rousse is expected to attend. Dr. Smith then discussed the upcoming DC Mardi Gras trip, during which the LSUS delegation is scheduled to meet with elected officials to seek support for LSUS and for ongoing and future projects that were not funded last year.

Dr. Smith noted that LSUS enrollment remains stable, while credit hours have increased. He stated that the university is “improving across the board,” indicating that the LSUS budget is solid, which explains the multiple faculty searches currently underway. He also noted that the LPC meeting next week will consider several new projects funded by university resources.

	Provost:  
 
Dr. Taylor also welcomed the faculty to the spring semester. She noted that LSUS hosted its SACSCOC decennial reaffirmation on-site visit last March and announced that the university received the SACSCOC report awarding LSUS a full 10-year reaccreditation, with no findings or recommendations. She emphasized that the university has a plan in place and now needs to remain committed to it.

Dr. Taylor stated that the current focus is on centralized advising, while her office is also working on revisions to the Faculty Workload Policy and the faculty success portal for promotion and tenure. She announced the approval of two new degree programs in biotechnology and nursing. She also discussed the Teaching with AI professional development opportunity offered by CELT. She then invited Dr. Sanjay Menon to additionally speak about a funding opportunity for faculty-led collaborative projects involving colleagues from Tier 1 institutions.

	
VI.	NEW BUSINESS:  
 No New Business

VII.	CONTINUING BUSINESS: 

Instruction and Professional Development Committee: Dr. Carpenter presented an update on the IPDC’s work. The committee reviewed feedback on course evaluations and incorporated it into revisions to the evaluation forms and process. The committee recommends adopting the revised ten-question evaluation instrument for use across the university, along with implementing mid-semester check-ins and end-of-term course evaluations. Dr. Carpenter noted that the committee will meet soon to finalize the forms and requested final feedback so the Senate can approve them at its next meeting. Senator Bhnas suggested broadening one of the questions on the course evaluation form that refers to “productive discussions,” noting that the current wording might disadvantage quantitative courses.


VIII.	OBSERVATIONS & CONCERNS:

Senator Siska raised concerns about campus safety, particularly in light of recent reports of shooting incidents on university campuses across the United States. He noted that in December 2025 several faculty members approached him regarding violent language directed at them on the website www.rankmyprofessor.com. Senator Siska asked the administration to remain attentive to the campus “atmosphere” and encouraged greater collegiality. Senator Widmeyer expressed similar concerns and emphasized that this is an important issue deserving careful consideration. President Williams agreed with the senators’ comments and spoke about ongoing preparations for training exercises designed to address certain safety issues. Chancellor Smith also shared his perspective, noting that the administration is “very concerned” and actively working to address these matters. He stated that campus police are implementing relevant changes to their practices, conducting tabletop exercises, and adjusting staffing schedules to ensure adequate police presence. He further noted that the university has received a two-million-dollar grant to improve campus security and is working on allocating these funds.

President Williams and Parliamentarian Widmeyer then discussed Senate meeting procedures, reminding senators of the rules governing discussion, voting, and related processes. The parliamentarian shared a short memo on this topic.

IX.	ADJOURNMENT: Senator Gifford moved to adjourn the Faculty Senate meeting. The motion was seconded and approved, and the meeting was adjourned at 12:00 p.m. 


Respectfully submitted,

Alexander Mikaberidze
Secretary
 
