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Handful of Earth
after Neruda

I love the handful of the earth you are,

the secret valleys where your rivers course.

You are my world, my one and only star,

my model of the fruitful universe.

Your wide eyes are the only light I know

from constellations at the edge of sight.

They flash as half-seen meteors throbbing through
a rift in rain clouds, sudden, brief and bright.

You are the virgin moon’s geographies,

your mouth the deeps of space; the fiery rays

of stars shine from your heart. Through honeyed days
and ardent nights, I trace cosmologies

and stellar maps across your burning form’s
contours, my compact planet, sphere of storms.



