
Overview 

Master of Public Health Program 

Program Description  
The Master of Public Health Degree Program is offered by Louisiana State University Shreveport (LSUS) 
and the Louisiana State University Health Science Shreveport (LSUHSC) and includes 48 credit hours. 
The curriculum is specifically designed to prepare public health graduate students for careers in a public 
health setting. All students complete a five course core (15 credit hours) that addresses the five areas of 
core knowledge identified by the Council of Education for Public Health (CEPH) as essential for all MPH 
students to demonstrate. An additional 21 credit hours in public health related courses are also completed. 
The last phase of the program consists of a practicum (3 credit hours) which students are required to 
complete 200 hours of practicum experience and produce a structured report that describes, analyzes; and 
critiques the experience. Students have the option of completing a MPH Capstone project (3 credit hours) 
or Master’s thesis (6 credit hours). Students who choose the MPH Capstone project will complete an 
additional six credits of electives. Students who choose to complete a thesis may waive one elective. In 
both the practicum and culminating experiences, students are under the supervision and guidance of 
faculty and field based practitioners. 
 
Admission Procedures  
Students initially apply to LSUS for admission to the program. In addition to the general university 
requirements for admission to graduate studies, as outlined in the university catalog, an applicant for 
admission to the Master of Public Health Degree program must meet the following requirements for 
unconditional admission: 
 

♦ Have earned a Baccalaureate Degree from an accredited university or college and provide-official 
transcripts from all undergraduate and graduate institutions 

♦ Provide a GRE or MCAT test score taken within last five years (applicants with M.D. or Ph.D. in 
a health related discipline in the U.S. do not have to take the GRE). 

♦ Students must have a GRE score of at least 1000 on the combined verbal and quantitative 
portions  

♦ Scores of 550 or better on the written version, or 213 or better on the computer-based version, of 
the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) for international applicants. International 
students whose native language is English or who have attended a college or university in the 
United States for at least one year are not required to submit TOEFL scores, but must have 
acceptable scores on the General Test section of the GRE. International students who do not have 
suitable scores on the TOEFL and the verbal section of the GRE must write a brief essay. If the 
essay does not evidence the skills necessary for graduate-level work, the essay will serve as a 
placement tool into a scholarly writing course that will not be counted toward a graduate degree. 
Students must pass this course to continue in the program. 

♦ Submit three letters of recommendation using the standardized MPH reference form. 
♦ Submit a typewritten, personal narrative (2-3 pages) that is a professional statement consistent 

with the mission of the program. 
♦ A personal interview is required. 

 
Applicants who do not fulfill the requirements for unconditional admission into the MPH program may be 
considered for provisional admission.  
 
 



 
Courses Offered in Program 

Program  
Curriculum Courses Credit 

Hours 
▪ Health Services Administration, Health Management, and Policy –PUBH 713 

▪ Principles of Epidemiology- PUBH 708 

▪ Principles of Biostatistics- PUBH 709 

▪ Environmental Health -PUBH 710 

Public 
Health  
Core Areas 

▪ Social and Behavioral Sciences in Public Health -PUBH 712 

15 

▪ Intro to Public Health and Health Disparities- PUBH 701 

▪ Public Health Law and Ethics- PUBH 702 

▪ Program Planning and Evaluation-PUBH 707 

▪ Public Health Nutrition-PUBH 706 

▪ Biology and Public Health- PUBH 704 

▪ Research Methods- PUBH 721 

▪ Public Health Leadership-PUBH 703 

Program  
Required  
Courses 

 

21 

▪ Public Health Strategic Planning- PUBH 717 

▪ Principles of Health Promotion and Intervention - PUBH 705 

▪ Empowerment through Community Health. Sciences- PUBH 714 

▪ International Health- PUBH 718 

▪ Health and Diseases across Ages- PUBH719 

**Electives 
(choice of 
two 
electives) 

▪ Geographic Information Systems (GIS) in Public Health-PUBH 720 

6 

Practicum ▪ Public Health Practicum- PUBH 780 3 

▪ Capstone- PUBH 781 

▪ Thesis I- PUBH 798 
Culminating  
Experience 

▪ Thesis II –PUBH 799 

9 

TOTAL    48 
 
 
 

MASTER OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM 
Course Rotation 2008-2010 

Total Hours: 48 

FIRST YEAR 

Fall Term Sem. Hrs. Spring Term Sem. Hrs. Summer Term Sem. Hrs. 
PUBH 701  3 PUBH 721 3 PUBH 702  3 
PUBH 708  3 PUBH 713  3 PUBH 707  3 
PUBH 709  3 PUBH 712 3   6 
  9  9     
            

SECOND YEAR 
Fall Term Sem. Hrs. Spring Term Sem. Hrs. Summer Term Sem. Hrs. 
PUBH 706  3 PUBH 703  3 PUBH 780  3 
PUBH 710 3 PUBH 704  3 PUBH 781 or  799 3 
PUBH Elective 3 PUBH Elective or 798 3   6 
  9   9     
Electives (6 hours required): PUBH 717, PUBH 718, PUBH 719, PUBH 714, PUBH 705, or PUBH 720 
Prerequisites: 780, 781, and 
798     



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


